
 

 

 

 
 

REGULAR MEETING OF THE COMMON COUNCIL  
MIDDLETOWN, CONNECTICUT 

 
TUESDAY, JANUARY 3, 3023 

7:00 PM 
 

MINUTES 
 
A Regular Meeting of the Common Council of the City of Middletown was held on Monday, Tuesday, January 3, 
2023, beginning at 7:00 PM. This meeting was a hybrid meeting with in-person participation in the Common Council 
Chamber and remote access via WebEx. The meeting was also simultaneously livestreamed on local cable access 
television, on the Cityôs webpage, and on the Cityôs Facebook page. 

 
Present:  

Councilwoman Jeanette Blackwell   Councilman Anthony Mangiafico  
Councilwoman Meghan Carta    Councilman Michael A. Marino  
Councilman Grady Faulkner, Jr.    Councilman Edward McKeon 
Councilman Darnell Ford    Councilman Eugene Nocera 
Councilman Anthony Gennaro, Sr.   Councilman Philip Pessina  
Councilman Vincent Loffredo     Councilwoman, Linda Salafia 
 
Linda Reed, Clerk of the Common Council  
Officer Kurt Scrivo, Middletown Police - Sargent-at-Arms 

 
Absent: Hon. Benjamin Florsheim, Mayor 
  Daniel Ryan, Esq., Corporation Counsel  
 
Also Present:  
 Board of Education - Cassie Steinhilber, Finance and Resource Management Specialist 
 Chief of Staff (Acting) -- Bobbye Knoll Peterson 
 City Clerk ï Ashley Flynn-Natale 
 General Counsel -- Brig Smith, Esq. 
 
Public:  in-person: 20   WebEx: 2   Facebook: 4 
 
1. Call to Order 

 
Deputy Mayor, Councilman Vincent Loffredo serves as Chair in the absence of Hon. Mayor Benjamin Florsheim, 
Mayor. 
 
The Chair calls the meeting to order at 7:01 PM. He welcomes everyone to the Regular Meeting of the Common 
Council.  
 
A. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
 The Chair asks Councilman Philip Pessina to lead the Common Council in the Pledge of Allegiance  
 
B. Council Clerk Reads the Call of the Meeting and Mayor declares call a legal call and meeting a legal 

meeting 
 

The Clerk of the Common Council reads the Call of the Meeting and the Chair declares the call a legal call 
and the meeting a legal meeting.  

 
2. Accept/Amend the Agenda 
 

Councilman Eugene Nocera moves to amend the agenda, adding a new item to Agenda Item 11, ñDepartment, 
Committee, Commission Reports and Grant Confirmation Approval,ñ Item J:  an emergency purchase item -- 
Economic & Community Development -- Emergency Purchase, dated December 29, 2022: TKS Investments 
aka ServPro for damage at 180 Johnson Street, including damage to equipment at Stubborn Beauty. 
Councilman Philip Pessina seconds the motion.  

 
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The motion to amend the agenda is approved 
unanimously by a vote of 12-0. (AYE: Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, 
Mangiafico, Marino, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia.)The matter is approved. 
 
There being no further amendments, the Chair calls for a motion to approve the agenda, as amended. 
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Councilwoman Jeanette Blackwell moves to accept the agenda, as amended.  Councilman Eugene Nocera 
seconds the motion. 
 
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The motion to accept the agenda, as amended, is 
approved unanimously by a vote of 12-0. (AYE: Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, Ford, Gennaro, 
Loffredo, Mangiafico, Marino, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia.)The matter is approved. 
 

3. Presentation: Middletown Unified Theater 
 
 The Chair states that there is a presentation by Middletown Unified Theater.  
 
 Program members state that Unified Theater is a student run program that has been ongoing for 12 years 
through the Cityôs Recreation Department. It is meant to make people feel happy, comfortable, and, most of all, 
included.  The number to be signed is Fly Me to the Moon. Following this portion of the performance, they state 
that they are proud to have performed and thank the Council for this opportunity to perform. 

 
 The Chair calls on Councilman Eugene Nocera. 
 
 Councilman Nocera notes that many of his friends are here tonight. It is a wonderful program. 
 
 Next Jason Barry will do a solo of Frank Sinatraôs song, My Way.  
 
 The group welcomes any questions. 
 
 The Chair calls on Councilman Edward McKeon.  
 
 Councilman McKeon asks how long it took the group to learn everything that they performed this evening. 
 
 They reply that it took them from September to December. They performed on December 8th, 9th, and 10th. They 

chose a theme early, giving them time to prepare their skits. 
 
 The Chair calls on Councilman Philip Pessina 
 
 Councilman Pessina states that he was taken back by the good job signing. He states that he is friends with 

Mr. Vinci and will tell him what a great job the group did. This performance separates Middletown from all other 
towns in Connecticut. This makes the community special, noting that they step out and offer great 
entertainment. He is proud of what they do. He reiterates that they are special and urges them to keep that in 
their hearts. Thank you. 

 
4. Approval of Minutes 
 

A. Common Council Special Meeting ï Questions to Directors, at 6:00 PM, dated December 5, 2022 
APPROVED 

 
Councilman Philip Pessina moves to accept the minutes of the special meeting, Questions to Directors, held 
on December 5, 2022, at 6:00 PM. Councilman Eugene Nocera seconds the motion. 
 
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The motion to accept the minutes is approved 
unanimously by a vote of 12-0. (AYE: Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, 
Mangiafico, Marino, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia.)The matter is approved. 
 
B. Common Council Regular Meeting at 7:00 PM, dated December 5, 2022 

APPROVED 
 
Councilman Philip Pessina moves to accept the minutes of the regular meeting held on December 5, 2022 at 
7:00 PM. Councilman Eugene Nocera seconds the motion. 
 
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The motion to accept the minutes is approved 
unanimously by a vote of 12-0. (AYE: Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, 
Mangiafico, Marino, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia.)The matter is approved. 

 
5. Public Hearing on Appropriation and Bond Ordinance - Opens 
 
 The Chair opens the public hearing at 7:19 PM. The Chair states that public comment is limited to the proposed 

bond ordinance, adding that a separate public hearing will be held for all other agenda items.  Any member of 
the public looking to speak may do so. Each speaker will have a maximum of five (5) minutes to speak. For 
those in the Chamber, members of the public may come to the podium. Those participating remotely may use 
the WebEx hand raise function to alert that Chair that they wish to speak. The Chair will alternate between 
speakers in the Chamber and remote speakers during the course of this public hearing. Each speaker will have 
a maximum of five (5) minutes to speak. Speakers are asked to state their name and address for the record. 
The public hearing is limited to 30 minutes. If, at that time, there are additional speakers, the Council may vote 
to extend the public hearing portion of the meeting.  
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B. Chair requests Council Clerk to read legal notice for proposed appropriation and bond ordinance 
request and the Certificate of Director of Finance. 

 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 
Notice is hereby given that a meeting of the Common Council of the City of Middletown will be held in the 
Council Chamber of the Municipal Building on January 3, 2023, at 7:00 PM to conduct a public hearing on 
the following: 

 
AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $750,000 FOR THE PLANNING, DESIGN, 
DEMOLITION, ACQUISITION AND CONSTRUCTION OF THE REPLACEMENT 
RED ROAD SANITARY SEWER PUMP STATION AND AUTHORIZING THE 
ISSUE OF $750,000 BONDS OF THE CITY TO MEET SAID APPROPRIATION 
AND PENDING THE ISSUANCE THEREOF THE MAKING OF TEMPORARY 
BORROWINGS FOR SUCH PURPOSE 

 
Any and all persons interested may appear and be heard.  The complete text of the proposed Ordinance is 
on file and open to public inspection in the office of the City Clerk.   

 
       ATTEST: 
       Benjamin Florsheim, Mayor 
 

Dated at Middletown, Connecticut, this 28th day of December 2022 

 

 
 
B. An Ordinance appropriating $750,000 for the planning, design, demolition, acquisition, and 

construction of the replacement Red Road sanitary sewer pump station, and authorizing the issue 
of $750,000 bond of the City to meet said appropriation and, pending the issuance thereof, the 
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making of temporary borrowings for such purpose. (NOTE: This is the 1st of the two (2) required 
public hearings. The 2nd public hearing and vote will be included on the agenda for the Common 
Council Regular Meeting to be held on Monday, February 6, 2023 @ 7PM.) 

PUBLIC HEARING ONLY  
 

AN ORDINANCE APPROPRIATING $750,000 FOR THE PLANNING, DESIGN, 
DEMOLITION, ACQUISITION AND CONSTRUCTION OF THE REPLACEMENT 

RED ROAD SANITARY SEWER PUMP STATION AND AUTHORIZING THE 
ISSUE OF $750,000 BONDS OF THE CITY TO MEET SAID APPROPRIATION 
AND PENDING THE ISSUANCE THEREOF THE MAKING OF TEMPORARY 

BORROWINGS FOR SUCH PURPOSE 
 

Section 1.  The sum of $750,000 is hereby appropriated for the planning, design, demolition, acquisition, 
and construction of the replacement Red Road Sanitary Sewer Pump Station, including, without limitation, 
(i) demolition of the existing sanitary sewer pump station; (ii) installation of new underground three-phase 
electrical service; (iii) installation of a new precast concrete valve vault and modifications to the existing wet 
wall to install new submersible pumps and appurtenances; (iv) related easements and rights of way as may 
be necessary, paving, drainage, grading, monumentation, curbing, inspections, pavement treatment and 
related improvements, utility relocation and repair, reconstruction or repair of abutting properties, sidewalk 
repair, replacement and extension, and for all related surveying, testing, landscaping, engineering, 
inspection and other consultant services, state agency compliance; and (v) all other costs necessary or 
appropriate for the project, including a contingency amount necessary to cover unexpected costs, project 
administration, advertising, printing, legal, and financing costs related thereto (hereinafter the ñProjectò). 
Said appropriation shall be inclusive of state and federal grants in aide thereof. 
 
 Section 2.  The expected useful life of the Project is in excess of twenty (20) years.  The total 
estimated cost of the Project is $750,000, no portion of which is expected to be paid from sources other 
than the proposed bond issue. 
 
 Section 3.  To meet said appropriation, $750,000 bonds of the City, or so much thereof as may be 
necessary for said purpose, may be issued, maturing not later than the twenty (20th) year after their date, 
or such later date as may be allowed by law.  The bonds may be issued in one or more series as shall be 
determined by the Mayor and the City Treasurer, and the amount of bonds of each series to be issued shall 
be fixed by the Mayor and the City Treasurer.  The bonds shall be issued in an amount necessary to meet 
the Cityôs share of Project costs determined after considering the estimated amounts of grants in aid of the 
Project and will provide funds sufficient with other funds available for such purpose to pay the principal of 
and the interest on all temporary borrowings in anticipation of the receipt of the proceeds of said bonds 
outstanding at the time of the issuance thereof, and to pay for the administrative, printing and legal costs 
of issuing the bonds.  The bonds shall be in the denomination of $1,000 or a whole multiple thereof, or, be 
combined with other bonds of the City and such combined issue shall be in the denomination per aggregate 
maturity of $1,000 or a whole multiple thereof, be issued in bearer form or in fully registered form, be 
executed in the name and on behalf of the City by the manual or facsimile signatures of the Mayor and the 
City Treasurer, bear the City seal or a facsimile thereof, be certified by a bank or trust company designated 
by the Mayor and the City Treasurer, which bank or trust company may be designated the registrar and 
transfer agent, be payable at a bank or trust company designated by the Mayor and the City Treasurer, and 
be approved as to their legality by Bond Counsel.  The bonds shall bear such rate or rates of interest 
(whether fixed or floating) as shall be determined by the Mayor and the City Treasurer.  The bonds shall be 
general obligations of the City and each of the bonds shall recite that every requirement of law relating to 
its issue has been duly complied with, that such bond is within every debt and other limit prescribed by law, 
and that the full faith and credit of the City are pledged to the payment of the principal thereof and the 
interest thereon and paid from property taxation to the extent not paid from other funds available for the 
payment thereof.  The aggregate principal amount of the bonds of each series, the annual installments of 
principal, maturity dates, prices, redemption provisions, if any, time of issue and sale, and other terms, 
details and particulars of such bonds, including the terms of any reserve that might be established as 
authorized herein, shall be determined by the Mayor and the City Treasurer in the best interests of the City 
and in accordance with the requirements of the General Statutes of Connecticut, as amended. 
 
Section 4.  Said bonds shall be sold by the Mayor and City Treasurer in a competitive offering or by 
negotiation, in their discretion.  If sold at competitive offering, the bonds shall be at not less than par and 
accrued interest on the basis of the lowest net or true interest cost to the City, or comparable method. If the 
bonds are sold by negotiation, the purchase contract shall be approved by the Mayor and City Treasurer. 
 
Section 5.  The Mayor and the City Treasurer are authorized to make temporary borrowings in anticipation 
of the receipt of the proceeds of any series of said bonds.  Notes evidencing such borrowings shall be 
signed by the manual or facsimile signatures of the Mayor and the City Treasurer, have the seal of the City 
or a facsimile thereof affixed, be payable at a bank or trust company designated by the Mayor and the City 
Treasurer, be certified by a bank or trust company designated by the Mayor and the City Treasurer pursuant 
to the General Statutes of Connecticut, as amended, and be approved as to their legality by Bond Counsel.  
They shall be issued with maturity dates which comply with the provisions of the General Statutes governing 
the issuance of such notes, as the same may be amended from time to time.  The notes shall be general 
obligations of the City and each of the notes shall recite that every requirement of law relating to its issue 
has been duly complied with, that such note is within every debt and other limit prescribed by law, and that 
the full faith and credit of the City are pledged to the payment of the principal thereof and the interest 
thereon.  The net interest cost on such notes, including renewals thereof, and the expense of preparing, 
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issuing and marketing them, to the extent paid from the proceeds of such renewals or said bonds, shall be 
included as a cost of the Project.  Upon the sale of said bonds the proceeds thereof, to the extent required, 
shall be applied forthwith to the payment of the principal of and the interest on any such temporary 
borrowings then outstanding or shall be deposited with a bank or trust company in trust for such purpose. 
 
Section 6.  In connection with the issuance of any bonds or notes authorized herein, the City may exercise 
any power delegated to municipalities pursuant to Section 7-370b, as may be approved and executed by 
the Mayor and the City Treasurer, including the authority to enter into agreements moderating interest rate 
fluctuation, provided any such agreement or exercise of authority shall be approved by the Common 
Council. 
 
Section 7.  With respect to the receipt of original issuance premium or bid premium upon the sale of the 
bonds or notes herein authorized, the Mayor and City Treasurer are authorized, but not required, to apply 
original issuance premium and bid premium, if applicable, to fund future debt service payments on such 
bonds or notes or to fund any purpose for which bonds of the City are authorized to be issued, and such 
application shall reduce the amount of authorized and unissued bonds of the purpose to which the premium 
was applied, in the amount so applied. 
 
Section 8.  In order to meet the capital cash flow expenditure needs of the City, the Director of Finance, 
with notice to and advice from the Mayor and the City Treasurer, is authorized to allocate and reallocate 
expenditures incurred for the Project to any bonds or notes of the City outstanding as of the date of such 
allocation, and the bonds or notes to which such expenditures have been allocated shall be deemed to 
have been issued for such purpose, including the bonds and notes and Project herein authorized. 
 
Section 9.  The issue of the bonds aforesaid and of all other bonds or notes of the City heretofore authorized 
but not yet issued, as of the effective date of this Ordinance, would not cause the indebtedness of the City 
to exceed any debt limit calculated in accordance with law as shown by the ñDebt Statementò attached 
hereto. 
 
Section 10.  The Mayor is hereby authorized to spend a sum not to exceed the aforesaid appropriation for 
the purposes set forth herein, and the Mayor is specifically authorized to make, execute and deliver any 
contract or contracts, and any other documents necessary or convenient to complete the improvements 
authorized herein and the financing thereof. 
 
Section 11.  The Mayor, the City Treasurer, the Director of Finance and any other proper City official are 
each hereby authorized to apply for and accept any available State or Federal grant in aid of the financing of 
the Project, and to take all action necessary or proper in connection therewith. 
 
Section 12.  The City hereby expresses its official intent pursuant to 1.150-2 of the Federal Income Tax 
Regulations, Title 26 (the ñRegulationsò), to reimburse expenditures paid 60 days prior to and after the date 
of passage of this ordinance in the maximum amount and for the Project with the proceeds of bonds, notes, 
or other obligations authorized to be issued by the City.  Such obligations shall be issued to reimburse such 
expenditures not later than 18 months after the later of the date of the expenditure or the substantial 
completion of the Project, or such later date as the Regulations may authorize.  The City hereby certifies 
that the intention to reimburse as expressed herein is based upon its reasonable expectations as of this 
date.  The Director of Finance or his designee is authorized to pay project expenses in accordance herewith 
pending the issuance of any such reimbursement obligations, and to amend this declaration. 
 
Section 13.  The Director of Finance is hereby authorized to exercise all powers conferred by Section 3-
20e of the general statutes with respect to secondary market disclosure and to provide annual information 
and notices of material events as enumerated in Securities and Exchange Commission Exchange Act Rule 
15c2-12, as amended, as may be necessary, appropriate or desirable to effect the sale of the bonds and 
notes authorized by this ordinance. 
 
Section 14.  This ordinance shall become effective fifteen days after its publication in a newspaper of 
general circulation in the City pursuant to Section 5 of the City Charter. 

 
SEE ATTACHED DEBT LIMITATION SCHEDULE 
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Councilman Eugene Nocera reads the proposed bond ordinance and moves to approve the proposed bond 
ordinance.  Councilman Philip Pessina seconds the motion.  
 
The Chair calls for discussion. 
 
The Council Clerk calls a point of order, noting that the ordinance is not being heard for a vote this evening. This 
meeting is to hold the first of the two (2) required public hearings per the Charter. There is no action on this evening; 
rather, it is an agenda item carried over to the next agenda. The next public hearing will be held at the Common 
Councilôs regular meeting on Monday, February 6, 2023 at 7:00 PM. Following that public hearing, the Common 
Council may take action.  This meeting is informational item, not an action item. 
 
The Chair calls on Councilwoman Linda Salafia. 
 
Councilwoman Salafia states that this is her understanding of the matter this evening. 
 
The Chair states that the matter has been heard and will brought back to the Council for pubic hearing and vote on 
Monday February 6, 2023.  
 

December 31, 2022

CITY OF MIDDLETOWN, CONNECTICUT

ANNUAL RECEIPTS FROM TAXATION AND REIMBURSEMENTS ("BASE")

       Fiscal Year Ended June 30, 2021 145,492,838     

BORROWING CAPACITY FOR EACH CLASS

       2-1/4 times base for General Purposes 327,358,886     

       4-1/2 times base for Schools 654,717,771     

       3-3/4 times base for Sewers 545,598,143     

       3-1/4 times base for Urban Renewal 472,851,724     

       3 times base for Unfunded Past Benefit Obligations 436,478,514     

MAXIMUM AGGREGATE BORROWING CAPACITY 1,018,449,866  

       7 times Base

INDEBTEDNESS BONDS AND NOTES:

       GENERAL PURPOSES 81,730,920    

       SCHOOLS 36,737,650    

       SEWERS 17,415,634    

       URBAN RENEWAL -                       

       UNFUNDED PAST BENEFIT OBLIGATIONS -                       

BONDS AND NOTES AUTHORIZED BUT 

UNISSUED:

       GENERAL PURPOSES 77,770,143    

       SCHOOLS 9,374,117      

       SEWERS 16,431,331    

       URBAN RENEWAL -                        

       UNFUNDED PAST BENEFIT OBLIGATIONS -                       

CLEAN WATER FUND LOANS:

        SEWERS 22,436,327   

SUB-TOTAL INDEBTEDNESS 261,896,122 

LESS

       FEDERAL AND STATE OF CONNECTICUT

       BUILDING GRANTS, COMMITMENTS AND

       RECEIVABLES 

       GENERAL PURPOSE -                  

       SCHOOLS 7,684,683     

       SEWERS -                  

       URBAN RENEWAL -                       

TOTAL DEDUCTIONS 7,684,683      

NET INDEBTEDNESS 254,211,439     

TOTAL DEDUCTIONS

 

BALANCE OF BORROWING CAPACITY FOR

EACH CLASS:

       GENERAL PURPOSE 167,857,823 

       SCHOOLS 616,290,687 

       SEWERS 489,314,851 

       URBAN RENEWAL 472,851,724 

       UNFUNDED PAST BENEFIT OBLIGATIONS 436,478,514  

 

BALANCE OF MAXIMUM AGGREGATE BORROWING

CAPACITY AVAILABLE 764,238,427     
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6. Public Hearing on Appropriation and Bond Ordinance - Closes 
 
 There being no public comment, the public hearing closes at 7:22 PM. 
 
7. Public Hearing on All Other Agenda Items - Opens 
 
 The Chair opens the public hearing on all other agenda items at 7:23 PM. The Chair states that public comment 

is limited to items on the agenda. Any member of the public looking to speak may do so. Each speaker will have 
a maximum of five (5) minutes to speak. For those in the Chamber, members of the public may come to the 
podium. Those participating remotely may use the WebEx hand raise function to alert that Chair that they wish 
to speak. The Chair will alternate between speakers in the Chamber and remote speakers during the course of 
this public hearing. Each speaker will have a maximum of five (5) minutes to speak. Speakers are asked to 
state their name and address for the record. The public hearing is limited to 30 minutes. If, at that time, there 
are additional speakers, the Council may vote to extend the public hearing portion of the meeting.  

 
8. Public Hearing on All Other Agenda Items - Closes 
 
 There being no public comment, the public hearing closes at 7:23 PM. 
 
9. Old Business 

 
A. RESOLUTION: Approving that Mayor Benjamin D. Florsheim be authorized to sign and submit an 

application to the State of Connecticut for a grant in the amount of $80,000.00 in Local Capital 
Projects Improvement Program funds, for the cost to renovate the Middletown Police Department 
Community Rooms while also increasing the functionality of the space via an extensive redesign 
to meet the department and Cityôs growing needs; and that a new line item be created in the Capital 
Improvement Plan entitled ñMPD Community Rooms Renovationò in the amount of $80,000.00.  
(Resolution No. 155-22; Tabled December 5, 2022, pending approval of LoCIP grant ï See, Item 11E 
(below).) 

TABLED 
 

Whereas, the City of Middletown Police Department is in need of necessary improvements to its Community Rooms; 

and 
 
Whereas, The Community Rooms are designed to accommodate activities such as discussion groups, panels, lectures 

and meetings. The rooms will be primarily used for Police Department training programs and for the use of not-for-
profit, educational, civic and cultural organizations; and 
 
Whereas, The intent of this project is to upgrade the audio-visual equipment of the Community Rooms, while also 

increasing the functionality of the space to meet the department and Cityôs growing needs. The design focused upon 
three separate rooms arrangements; a training room, conference or board meeting with a meeting table, and the 
balance to include potentially an Operations Command Center, if need be. The design is structured to easily 
accommodate the Cityôs configuration requirements with a simple routing of the source. 
 
Whereas, these needs meet the guidelines for projects eligible for Local Capital Projects Improvement Program funds, 

costing $80,000.00. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COMMON COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MIDDLETOWN:  That Mayor 

Benjamin D. Florsheim be authorized to sign and submit an application to the State of Connecticut for a grant in the 
amount of $80,000.00 in Local Capital Projects Improvement Program funds, for the cost to renovate the Middletown 
Police Department Community Rooms while also increasing the functionality of the space via an extensive redesign to 
meet the department and Cityôs growing needs. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:  That a new line item be created in the Capital Improvement Plan entitled ñMPD 

Community Rooms Renovationò in the amount of $80,000.00. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT: Funds for these needs are available through the Local Capital Projects Improvement Program 

(LoCIP).   
 

Councilman Darnell Ford reads the proposed resolution and moves to leave the matter on the table. Councilman 
Edward McKeon second the motion. 
 
There being no discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The motion to leave this item on the table is approved 
unanimously by a vote of 12-0. (AYE: Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, 
Mangiafico, Marino, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia.)The matter is approved. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
B.  Amending the Common Council calendar ï 2023  
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APPROVED, AS AMENDED 
 

COMMON COUNCIL  
2023 MEETING CALENDAR -- REVISED 

 
Questions to Directors Workshop ï Special Meeting -- 6:00 pm 

Regular Common Council Meeting -- 7:00 pm 
Community Meeting ï Special Meeting -- 6:00 pm 

Biennial Meeting (Oath of Office) ï 6:00 PM 
Common Council Organizational Meeting ï 6:00 PM 

 

January 3, 2023 Tuesday Directors Workshop & Regular Meeting 

   

January 19, 2023 Thursday Community Meeting 

  Route 9 Workshop (following Community Meeting) 

   

February 6, 2023 Monday Directors Workshop & Regular Meeting 

   

March 6, 2023 Monday Director Workshop & Regular Meeting  

   

April 3, 2023 Monday Directors Workshop & Regular Meeting 

   

April 13, 2023 Thursday Community Meeting 

   

May 1, 2023 Monday Directors Workshop & Regular Meeting 

   

June 5, 2023 Monday Directors Workshop & Regular Meeting 

   

July 3, 2023 Monday Directors Workshop & Regular Meeting 

   

July 13, 2023 Thursday Community Meeting 

   

August 7, 2023 Monday  Directors Workshop & Regular Meeting 

   

September 5, 2023  Tuesday Directors Workshop & Regular Meeting 

   

October 2, 2023 Monday Directors Workshop & Regular Meeting 

   

October 12, 2023 Thursday Community Meeting 

   

November 6, 2023 Monday Directors Workshop & Regular Meeting 

   

November 14, 2023 Tuesday Biennial Meeting 

   

November 16, 2023 Thursday Organizational Meeting  

   

December 4, 2023  Monday Directors Workshop & Regular Meeting 

   

January 2, 2024 Tuesday Directors Workshop & Regular Meeting 

 
Councilwoman Linda Salafia moves to amend the 2023meerttingcalender, revising the date of the January 
community meeting from Thursday, January 12th, to Thursday, January 19th and adding a special Common 
Council workshop on January 19th regarding Route 9, immediately following the community meeting.   
 
The Chair asks what the proposed start time is for this meeting. 
 
Councilwoman Salafia replies that he Community meeting will begin at 6:00 PM.   
 
The Chair states that the motion is for the Community Meeting to begin at 6:00 PM, followed by the workshop 
on Route 9.   
 
Councilman Eugene Nocera seconds the motion. 
 
The Chair calls on Councilman Eugene Nocera. 
 
Councilman Nocera states that he spoke with the Council Clerk this morning. The plan was to have the 
workshop at 6:30PM followed by the Community meeting at 7:00 PM. 
 
The Chair notes that this means that there will only be ½ hour for a presentation.  He asks if that will be enough 
time. 
 
Councilman Nocera replies, ñYes,ò adding that this what he was told the expected time would be. 
 
The Chair notes that this means a presentation, not a give and take. 
 
Councilman Nocera replies that the presentation that take about 10 minutes, noting that there is not much to 
discuss. 



            JANUARY 3, 2023                COMMON COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING                                   Page 9 
 
 

 
 

 

 
The Chair notes that Councilman Nocera is amending the motion that Councilwoman Salafia offered, that the 
workshop start at 6:30 PM.  The workshop for Route 9 would be from 6:30PM to 7:00PM, followed by the 
Community Meeting at 7:00 PM.  The chair asks for a second or is it a friendly amendment. 
 
Councilwoman Salafia states that she will accept it as a friendly amendment.   
 
The Chair states that, for the record, this motion proposes that the workshop on Route 9 would be held at 
6:30PM and the Community Meeting would begin at 7:00 PM.  
 
The Chair asks if there is any further discussion. The Chair calls on Councilman Edward McKeon. 
 
Councilman Nocera respectfully urges the Councilmembers not to vote for this amendment. While it may be 
only a 10 minute presentation, we are talking about ta major construction change on Route 9 and the streets of 
the City. He would like to be able to address it fully because, the only presentation that he was in ï the initial 
presentation ï they said that they would be passing this on to DOT (Connecticut Department of Transportation) 
to begin work on. In order to allow the pubic to express its views, and for Councilmembers to express views, he 
believes that ½ hour would be a disservice. He proposes that the meeting be flip-flopped. 
 
Councilman Nocera states that he agrees to flip the meeting order. 
 
Councilman McKeon notes that he proposes this as the friendly amendment. 
 
Councilwoman Salafia replies that she accepts this friendly amendment.  
 
The Chair states that Councilwoman Salafia had moved that we have a Community Meeting, starting at 6:00 
PM.  
 
Councilman Nocera notes that the meeting would start at 6:30 PM. 
 
Councilwoman Salafia states that she said 6:00 PM. 
 
The Chair reiterates that he time is 6:00 PM. 
 
Councilwoman Salafia concurs, noting that the Community Meetings usually begin at 6:00 PM.  
 
The Chair continues, stating that the Community Meeting would begin at 6:00 PM, followed ï no earlier than 
6:30 PM ï with a workshop on Route 9 design concepts. Asking if the Councilmembers agree, the Chair 
reiterates that the motion to amend the calendar is to move the Community Meeting from January 12th to 
January 19th. This meeting will be begin at 6:00 PM. It will run as long as necessary. If it is a short Community 
Meeting, then the presentation on Route 9 will begin no earlier than 6:30PM. 
 
There being no further discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The motion to amend the Common Council 
2023 calendar is approved unanimously by a vote of 12-0. (AYE: Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, 
Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, Mangiafico, Marino, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia.)The matter is approved. 

 
10. Mayor requests Council Clerk to read appropriation and bond ordinance requests and the Certificate of 

Director of Finance (NONE) 
 
 The Chair asks if there is any appropriation for consideration this evening. 
 
 The Council Clerk confirms that there are no appropriation requests tonight.  
 
11. Department, Committee, Commission Reports and Grant Confirmation Approval 
 

Councilman Grady reads the proposed items and moves to approve. Councilman Eugene Nocera seconds the 
motion 
 
The Chair calls on Councilman Philip Pessina 
 
Councilman Pessina states that, looking at the agenda, the Council did not address Item 9A, the resolution for 
the Police Department use of capital projects improvement program. 
 
The Chair replies that a motion was made to keep that item on the table, noting that it was made, seconded, 
and voted on unanimously that the item remain on the table to next month.  
 
There being no further discussion, the Chair calls for a voice vote. The motion to approve is approved 
unanimously by a vote of 12-0. (AYE: Councilmembers Blackwell, Carta, Faulkner, Ford, Gennaro, Loffredo, 
Mangiafico, Marino, McKeon, Nocera, Pessina, and Salafia.)The matter is approved 
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A. City Clerkôs Certificate 
APPROVED 

 
 
 
B. Monthly Reports -- Finance Department: Transfer Report to December 21, 2022 

APPROVED 

 
 

C. Board of Education ï Acct. No. 2450-33000-59405-x-03025; miscellaneous grants: $1,312,793.18 



            JANUARY 3, 2023                COMMON COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING                                   Page 11  
 
 

 
 

 

APPROVED 
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D. Board of Education -- Acct. No. 2459-33000-52183-x-x; cafeteria/food services: $81,675.73 
APPROVED 
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E. Finance ï Acct. No. 3560-00000-57030-0000-00000-0000-000; State grant funds to be used for 
Local Capital Improvement projects (LoCIP) per grant guidelines. City must apply, and receive 
approval, for projects in advance: $317,942 

APPROVED 
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F. Public Works/ Clean Energy Task Force ï Acct. No. 3632-22000-59200-x-x-2018; State 
Sustainable CT matching grant to provide energy related programming in the City, helping 
residents address health and safety barrier in their homes to facilitate energy efficiency and 
improve access to lower cost renewable energy: $15,034 

APPROVED 
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G. Mayorôs Office/ Superintendent of Schools ï Acct. No. 3730-33000-59200-0000-03080-2023-000; 
State school readiness quality enhancement grant (FY 2022-2023): $32,262 

APPROVED 
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H. Board of Education, Business Office: backup information for Common Council conditional 
approval of Grant Request on December 5, 2022 

APPROVED 
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I. Russell Library Directorôs Report, dated December 20, 2022 
APPROVED 
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